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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Past, Present, and Potential Competitive Great Start Readiness 

 Program Grantees 

 

FROM: Lindy Buch, Ph.D., Director  

 Early Childhood Education and Family Services 

 Office of Great Start 

 

DATE: May 4, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Great Start Readiness Program Funds Available for Competition 

 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is pleased to announce the availability of 

funds for the Competitive Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) for children at risk of 

becoming educationally disadvantaged, who will be at least four, but less than five years of 

age on or before December 1, 2012.   

 

The State School Aid Act, Public Act 62 of 2011, provided $8.875M for Fiscal Year (FY) 

2011-2012 for GSRP grants to be awarded through a competitive grant award process.   

For the first time, in 2011-2012 Intermediate School Districts (ISD) were the only eligible 

applicants for GSRP funding; awards to public, private, for-profit, non-profit, and other 

community agencies flowed through the ISDs.  Agencies completing a competitive proposal 

for 2012-2013 must work in collaboration with the local ISD to submit the proposal. 

 

Additionally, PA 62 of 2011 included the intent to create an early childhood block grant.  

Proposed legislation from Governor Snyder, the House of Representatives, and the 

Senate includes disparate language regarding GSRP.  Dependent upon final State 

School Aid Act language, Competitive GSRP in 2012-2013 may:   

 become part of an early childhood block grant to ISDs.  In this case, MDE 

will not award Competitive GSRP funds for 2012-2013; or 

 be the last year that Competitive GSRP funding will be awarded by MDE.  All 

Competitive grants, including those awarded through this process and those 

currently in the first year of a three-year cycle, may end on September 30, 

2013. 

 

The competition referenced in this memo is based upon an assumption of level funding for 

2012-2013.  Taking into account grantees in their second or third year of the cycle, the 

remainder of the GSRP Competitive funding, currently estimated at $3,131,400, will be 

awarded based on the submitted applications as scored.  Please take this, along with the 

information above, into consideration when determining if this opportunity for funding is a 

viable option for your organization.  
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For 2012-2013, currently funded Competitive grantees entering the second or 

third year of the funding cycle are not required to compete for funding by 

submitting a Competitive Grant Proposal.  However, Competitive grantees entering the 

second or third year of the funding cycle that wish to expand must complete a Competitive 

Grant Proposal.  In order to reduce start-up costs for what may be one-year 

programs, 10 additional priority points will be added to the proposal scores of 

applicants that were Competitive GSRP grantees in 2011-2012.   

 

The 2012-2013 Competitive GSRP Grant Proposal and related documents are available at:  

www.michigan.gov/gsrp.  Refer to the Grant Proposal Instructions for details on 

downloading, saving, and completing the proposal.  It is important to note that you must 

click “Enable Macros” if posed with this question when opening the Excel application.   

 

The deadline for submitting a proposal is 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 5, 2012.  Questions 

can be directed to the Office of Great Start/Early Childhood Education and Family Services 

at:  mde-gsrp@michigan.gov. 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/gsrp
mailto:mde%1Egsrp@michigan.gov

